holes just before the plague attacked human beings. The
rats and mice, he wrote, staggered like drunken men.
They were sick with the plague. Flees biting a sick rat
and then biting a person gave him the disease.

With the cause of bubonic plague known, what to
do next became clear. Rats were poisoned or trapped
and killed. The breeding places of rats and insects were
destroyed. Ships and buildings were made ratproof.
People already infected were isolated.* A vaccine was
made to protect people from the disease. One of the
new drugs, streptomycin, seems to be very useful in
treating plague. The bubonic plague has been conquered
by the application of scientific knowledge. Fear of the
Black Death has been replaced by knowledge of how to
prevent and control it.

During the fourteenth century epidemic the idea of
quarantine * was tried. Guards outside the towns pre-
vented strangers from coming inside the walls around
the towns. Keeping strangers out seemed to prevent the
disease from spreading although no one knew quite how
it did. Venice and other Italian cities tried to keep
strangers from bringing in the plague. It is said that
in 1383 ships suspected of carrying infection were held
in the harbor of Marseille, France, for forty days before
anyone was allowed to come near the shore. Then if
no one on the ship was sick with the plague, the ship
could come to the shore and the passengers could come
into the city.

The Italian word for forty is quaranta, and the French
word is much like it. So we have adopted the word, but
quarantine is used as a protection against other diseases.
The length of quarantine or isolation nowadays varies
for different diseases.
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